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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 

In the specification, in the last line of page 1 1 , the word "way" should be replaced 
by "wait". 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1 1 , 20 and 22 are the independent claims under consideration in this 
Office Action. 

Claims 12-19, 21 and 23-25 are the dependent claims under consideration in this 
Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 11-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , line 7, the words "stretches across the boom" are unclear. 
A boom conveyor is provided and is intended for conveying the piece of cloth across the 
boom, but no structure or means has been noted for causing a stretching of the cloth. 
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Referring to the other noted claims, these claims include all the limitations of an 
indefinite base claim (or an indefinite intervening claim), and are therefore indefinite as 
well. See MPEP§ 608.01 (n). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 11, 20, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ueda et al. (5,169,282). 

Ueda et al. teach a device for feeding a substantially rectangular piece of cloth to 
a feeder 16 (column 6, line 5) prior to ironing. The device includes a boom structure 17, 
18, 18, 19 provided transversely to the feeder 16 for placement or feeding of the article 
to the feeder. The boom includes boom conveyor means 10, 1 1 for moving the article 
across the longitudinal direction of the boom and where the means are separable from 
each other such that a stretching or spreading is provided to the article 7 (figure 1 , for 
example). The device includes, at one end of the boom (across and facing end 15), a 
feed conveyor 3, designed to receive (with the help of an attendant 115, figure 9, for 
example), a straightened front edge portion of the cloth at 1, for transferring the cloth 
from the receiving end to a first turning device, at 14. The first turning device is 
provided between the boom conveyor, at 15, and the feed conveyor 3. The turning 
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device includes means 20, 23 and 22 for turning and transferring the cloth to the boom 
conveyor, at 14 and 15. The cloth is presented in a spread out manner on the boom for 
feeding to the cloth feeder 16 and eventual ironing of the cloth. 

Claims 11, 14 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Borucki et al. (5,440,810). 

Borucki et al. teach a device for feeding a substantially rectangular piece of cloth 
to a feeder with conveyor belts 20, prior to ironing. The device includes a boom 
structure 60 provided transversely to the feeder for placement or feeding of the article to 
the feeder. The boom includes boom conveyor means 56 for moving the article across 
the longitudinal direction of the boom and where the means 56, 58 are separable from 
each other such that a stretching or spreading is provided to the article (figure 7, for 
example). The device includes, at a front end of the boom, a feed conveyor 90, 
designed to either be parallel to the feed direction of the feeder or be angled between 
190 and 260 degrees to the feeder to receive (with the help of an attendant), a 
straightened front edge portion of the cloth which is clamped at 100, for transferring the 
cloth from the receiving end to a first turning device 70. The first turning device is 
provided between the boom conveyor and the feed conveyor. The turning device 
includes means for clamping and turning the article (see figure 18) and presenting the 
cloth in a spread out manner on the boom for feeding to the cloth feeder and eventual 
ironing of the cloth. 
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ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 12, 13 and 15-19 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. 

Claims 24 and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kuipers and McCabe illustrate devices for feeding cloth to a 
feeder including a boom, and cloth feeding sections. Ishihara et al. and Weir illustrate 
device for feeding cloth to a feeder. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571 ) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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